SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER

sandiegohistory.org

WELCOME TO THE SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER!

Our Community. Our Story.

We offer interactive, multi-sensory, and immersive learning about San Diego’s
history and community at our two sites: San Diego History Center in Balboa
Park and the Junípero Serra Museum in Presidio Park. All K-12 programs are
designed as an extension of classroom learning, and are aligned with California
State Standards and the Common Core. In addition to the programs described
in this brochure, the Education Department can work with teachers to customize
an educational experience that will meet the specific needs and interests of a
particular class.

EDUCATION PROGRAM INFORMATION
TO BEGIN, SUBMIT AN ONLINE RESERVATION REQUEST BY VISITING:
sandiegohistory.org/school_programs/register-for-your-program
Once on the page, click Program Request. Once your program request has
been received, Education staff will coordinate your visit and share relevant
pre-visit materials.
Please note:

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

All school and youth program requests must be made at least two weeks in advance of
preferred visit date.
All reservations require a non-refundable $10 reservation fee.
We require at least one adult for every eight students (8:1 ratio). All accompanying
adults should understand and model museum etiquette, and are encouraged to be active
participants in the program.
Adults are admitted free at an 8:1 ratio; additional adults pay the student price.
All Guided Programs run approximately 1.5 hours.
Please inform us of any special needs or requests in advance to ensure that our programs are
enjoyable and educational for all participants.
If you must cancel or reschedule for any reason, please contact the Education Department as
soon as possible.
If you have questions regarding our programs, please email k12programs@sandiegohistory.org
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PROGRAMS AT THE

JUNÍPERO SERRA MUSEUM

San Diego Before Statehood
Journey back in time and tread in the footsteps of
the padres, soldiers, and settlers who established the
first mission and presidio in Alta California. Through a
combination of museum educator/docent-facilitated
or teacher-led activities, explore a section of Presidio
Park, learning about the plaza, stables, jail, chapel, and
commander’s house that lie protected underground today.
Inside the Serra Museum, investigate artifacts that reveal
the daily life of the Kumeyaay, the Spanish, and the Mexican
inhabitants of early California. “Meet” real historic figures
by dressing in costume as Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo, Father
Junípero Serra, Guillermo Carrillo, and Josefa Carillo de

Students get their hands on a piece of history.

Fitch, all important leaders in the early years of the city.

EDUCATORS!

Check out our new Discovery Backpacks for the
Presidio grounds at the Serra Museum.
Backpacks are checked out to teachers and chaperones
upon arrival. Each Discovery Backpack is filled with activities,
games, and a map. Take a journey through life at the
Presidio de San Diego in 1790!

Grade levels: Elementary & Middle
History-Social Science Content Standards:

4.1.4, 4.2,* 4.4.3
* refers to the standards that form the basis on the program.

C3 Framework:

D1.2.3-5, D2.Civ.10.3-5, D2.Geo.4.3-5, D2.Geo.5.3-5, D2.Geo.7.3-5,
D2.Geo.8.3-5, D2.Geo.11.3-5; All D2 History Standards

The Junípero Serra Museum in Presidio Park

LET OUR MUSEUM EDUCATORS COME TO YOU!

OUTREACH PROGRAMS
One of our museum educators
will come to your classroom and
facilitate a memorable hands-on
program using photographs, artifacts,
and other primary sources from the
History Center’s collection.
Students flip through the Sanborn maps in the
History Center’s Research Archives.

COMING TO CALIFORNIA
By assuming the role of “detective” and examining
historic artifacts, students explore the identities,
perspectives, and contributions of diverse groups
of people who settled in California.
Mission San Diego de Alcalá - 1930.
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DIVERSITY IN SAN DIEGO
Through the close observation of photographs and
other primary sources students discover the many
different cultures that make up San Diego and how
each has contributed to our region in its own way.

Grade Levels: Elementary, Middle, High
Program Length: 1-1.5 hours per session.

Photos from the SDHC archives provide a window into a variety of
cultures and communties, c. 1950s.
SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER PHOTO ARCHIVES #91:18476-5
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FROM THE PAST TO YOUR CLASS!
In this highly flexible option, a museum educator will visit your classroom and present on a topic of your
choosing. Educators will bring hands-on resources such as historical photographs, artifacts, and primary
source documents. Post-visit support and historical archive access are available upon request.
Possible presentation topics include:

Indigenous Groups of San Diego

Early San Diego
(San Diego up to Statehood)

Women Trailblazers of California:
Pioneers to the Present

History of Balboa Park

Balboa Park: 1915 Exposition

Cultural Diversity in San Diego

San Diego as a Border City

Farm Workers

World War II: African Americans; Impacts
on San Diego; Japanese Internment;
Propaganda; or Women

